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Langtoris will.
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Chambers to draw his will, devising his estate to his three sisters, in preference to a remote heir male. Johnson called them ' three dowdies] and said, with as high a spirit as the boldest Baron in the most perfect days of the feudal system, ' An ancient estate should always go to males. It is mighty foolish to let a stranger have it because he marries your daughter, and takes your name. As for an estate newly acquired by trade, you may give it, if you will, to the dog Tozvscr, and let him keep his own name.'
I have known him at times exceedingly diverted at what seemed to others a very small sportl. He now laughed immoderately, without any reason that we could perceive, at our friend's making his will; called him the testator^ and added,' I dare say, he thinks he has done a mighty thing. He won't stay till he gets home to his seat in the country, , to produce this wonderful deed: he'll call up the landlord of the first inn on the road; and, after a suitable preface upon mortality and the uncertainty of life, will tell him that he should not delay making his will; and here, Sir, will he say, is my will, which I have just made, with the assistance of one of the ablest lawyers in the kingdom; and he will read it to him (laughing all the time). He believes he has made this will; but he did not make it: you, Chambers, made it for him. I trust you have had more conscience than to make him say, " being of sound understanding;" ha, ha, ha! I hope he has left me a legacy. I'd have his will turned into verse, like a ballad.'
In this playful manner did he run on, exulting in his own pleasantry, which certainly was not such as might be expected from the authour of The Rambler, but which is here preserved, that my readers may be acquainted even with the slightest occasional characteristicks of so eminent a man.
Mr. Chambers did not by any means relish this jocularity
ment at the bottom of this strange obstreperous and sour merriment.' He might as well accuse Falstaff of sourness in his mirth.
1 See Boswell's Hebrides, Sept. 23, 1773, where Boswell makes the same remark.
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